PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 2890 PRINTER'S NO. 3468

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2425 %z°

INTRODUCED BY FLOOD, M. MACKENZIE, HENNESSEY, RYAN, DRISCOLL,
McNEILL, GLEIM, MIZGORSKI, HILL-EVANS, BERNSTINE, NEILSON,
PARKER, CIRESI, DAY, LEWIS DELROSSO, THOMAS AND D. WILLIAMS,
MARCH 29, 2022

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON AGING AND OLDER ADULT SERVICES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022
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AN ACT
Providing for communication duties between the Department of
Health and the Department of Human Services with lteecat—ares— <--

CERTAIN agencies om—aging and the Department of Aging <--
relating to exder—acttt abuse OF ADULTS AND OLDER ADULTS. <--

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Communiecatien—<--
of—Ootder—Adutt—Abuse ROBERT RAPH Act. <--
Section 2. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall

have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:
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"ABUSE." EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING: <--
(1) AS DEFINED IN SECTION 103 OF THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 6,
1987 (P.L.381, NO.79), KNOWN AS THE OLDER ADULTS PROTECTIVE
SERVICES ACT; OR
(2) AS DEFINED IN SECTION 103 OF THE ACT OF OCTOBER 7,
2010 (P.L.484, NO.70), KNOWN AS THE ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES
ACT.

"ADULT." AS DEFINED IN SECTION 103 OF THE ADULT PROTECTIVE

SERVICES ACT.

"Facility." Any of the following:
(1) A long-term care nursing facility as defined in
section 802.1 of the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48),

known as the Health Care Facilities Act.
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1 (2) A hospice as defined in section 802.1 of the Health

2 Care Facilities Act.

3 (3) A personal care home as defined in section 1001 of
4 the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21l), known as the Human
5 Services Code.

6 (4) An assisted living residence as defined in section
7 1001 of the Human Services Code.

8 Lotder—adute ' —An—individuatl—within—the Surisdietion—of +this—<--
9 commenweatth—who—3s5—60—Fears—ofage—or—older—
10 "OLDER ADULT." AS DEFINED IN SECTION 103 OF THE OLDER ADULTS <--
11 PROTECTIVE SERVICES ACT.
12 Section 3. Communication duties of departments.
13 o r—Generat—rute—FfF anrattegationof abuse—at—afacitity— <--
14 4ds—reported—to—the—Pepartment—ofHealth—or—theDPepartment—of—
15 Huomar—Serviees—the—Department—of—Heatth—or—the—Pepartment—of—
16 Huomer—Serviees—shaltl—report—the—allegationrof—abuyse—to—the—older—
17

18

19 b r—Investigation——

20

21

22

23 sectionr—303—of—the—act—of November 63957+ (P~F333+—No+75+—
24 krowar—as—the—otderAdutts Protective Services—Actr

25 2 —TFhe—Pepartment—of Healthor—+the Pepartment—of Human—

26 Servirees—shattprovideattrmecessarynformation—to—the—otder—
27

28

29 arger—this—seetion—
30 ‘e r—Regulations—FhePepartment—of Health—and—the—
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4 (A) ALLEGATIONS INVOLVING OLDER ADULTS.--WHEN AN ALLEGATION
5 OF ABUSE INVOLVING AN OLDER ADULT RESIDING IN A FACILITY IS
6 REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OR THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN

7 SERVICES, THE DEPARTMENT THAT RECEIVED THE ALLEGATION SHALL:

8 (1) REFER THE ALLEGATION TO THE LOCAL AREA AGENCY ON

9 AGING FOR SCREENING AND INVESTIGATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
10 ACT OF NOVEMBER 6, 1987 (P.L.381, NO.79), KNOWN AS THE OLDER
11 ADULTS PROTECTIVE SERVICES ACT.
12 (2) PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION RELATED TO THE ALLEGATION TO
13 THE LOCAL AREA AGENCY ON AGING TO AID IN THE INVESTIGATION OF
14 ALLEGED ABUSE.
15 (B) ALLEGATIONS INVOLVING ADULTS.--WHEN AN ALLEGATION OF

16 ABUSE INVOLVING AN ADULT RESIDING IN A FACILITY IS REPORTED TO
17 EITHER THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OR THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN

18 SERVICES, THE DEPARTMENT THAT RECEIVED THE ALLEGATION SHALL:

19 (1) REFER THE ALLEGATION TO THE AGENCY FOR SCREENING AND
20 INVESTIGATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACT OF OCTOBER 7, 2010
21 (P.L.484, NO.70), KNOWN AS THE ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES ACT.
22 (2) PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION RELATED TO THE ALLEGATION TO
23 THE AGENCY TO AID IN THE INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGED ABUSE.

24 (3) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION, THE TERM "AGENCY"
25 SHALL HAVE THE MEANING GIVEN TO IT IN SECTION 103 OF THE

26 ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES ACT.

27 (C) ONGOING COMMUNICATION.--THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THE

28 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF AGING SHALL

29 ESTABLISH ONGOING COMMUNICATION TO DETERMINE THE MOST EFFECTIVE

30 AND EFFICIENT MANNER IN WHICH THE INFORMATION UNDER THIS SECTION
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1 WILL BE SHARED.
2 Section 4. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect immediately.
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