PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1045 PRINTER'S NO. 3294

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 134 “%z°

INTRODUCED BY CERRATO, M. BROWN, HOHENSTEIN, D. MILLER, KHAN,
SANCHEZ, HILL-EVANS, WAXMAN, GUENST, HARKINS, GIRAL, PROBST,
McNEILL, MADDEN, OTTEN, HOWARD, HANBIDGE, DEASY, KAZEEM,
CEPEDA-FREYTIZ, RIVERA, D. WILLIAMS, STEELE, DALEY, GREEN,
FLICK, O'MARA AND CIRESI, MARCH 19, 2025

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, APRIL 28, 2026
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2 {3)—One—member—ofthe Senatedestgnated by the President—
3 pro—tempore—ofthe Senater

4 {4)—One—member—ofthe Senate—destgnated by —the Minority—
5 Leader—of+the Senater

6 {5)—One—member—ofthe Houseof Representatives—

7 designated by the Speaker—of the House of Represemtatives—

8 +6)—One—member—ofthe Houseof Representatives—

9 designated by the Minority header—of the Houseof—

10 Representatives—

11 A representative fromthe Office—of Medical—

12 Assistance Programs—

13 48— A representative fromODE~

14 49— A representative fromOLTh-

15 10—~ representative of acounty assistance office—or—a—
16 designeer

17 11— A representative of an asseciation of community—

18 providers—of—Tong—termeare—Tiving—Serviees—a—this—
19 Commoenweatth+

20 2 —A—representative—fromtwo—Separate—disabitity—
21 agvocaey—groups—in—thisCommonweatth~
22 H3—A—representative of anorganizationrepresenting—

23 members—of—a untonr—that provide Services—to—individuats—
24

25 {4 A representative of o health plans

26 {35 A representative of a hosprtats

27 36— A member—ofthe Statewide Independent—Living—
28 Cotrretie

29 A consue r—representative fromthe horg—ferm—
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DIRECTING THE JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION TO CONDUCT A
STUDY AND ISSUE A REPORT ON HOME AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES
PROVIDED TO INDIVIDUALS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES,
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES, AUTISM AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES WITH A FOCUS ON STREAMLINING THE APPLICATION
PROCESS AND IMPROVING SERVICE DELIVERY.

WHEREAS, IN THIS COMMONWEALTH, ALMOST 3 MILLION INDIVIDUALS
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HAD A DISABILITY AS OF 2022, AND, AS OF 2024, APPROXIMATELY
166,356 INDIVIDUALS RECEIVED SERVICES THROUGH HOME AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES (HCBS) WAIVERS; AND

WHEREAS, HCBS WAIVERS ARE WAIVER-FUNDED SERVICES OR WAIVER
PROGRAMS UNDER WHICH THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
SERVICES WAIVES CERTAIN MEDICAID RULES FOR INSTITUTIONAL CARE,
ALLOWING STATES, INCLUDING THIS COMMONWEALTH, TO USE MEDICAID
FUNDS TO HELP INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES REMAIN IN HOME AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SETTINGS RATHER THAN BE ADMITTED TO LONG-TERM
CARE FACILITIES; AND

WHEREAS, THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ADMINISTERS HCBS
WAIVERS THROUGH MULTIPLE PROGRAM AREAS; AND

WHEREAS, THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ADMINISTERS THE
COMMUNITY LIVING WAIVER, THE CONSOLIDATED WAIVER, THE
PERSON/FAMILY-DIRECTED SUPPORT WAIVER AND THE ADULT AUTISM
WAIVER, WHICH PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND ADULTS
WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND
AUTISM; AND

WHEREAS, HCBS WAIVER SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND AUTISM
MAY INCLUDE COMMUNITY INCLUSION, TRANSITION SERVICES, COMPANION
SERVICES, DAY AND RESIDENTIAL HABILITATION, HOME ADAPTATIONS,
HOUSING AND TENANCY SUSTAINING SERVICES AND IN-HOME AND
COMMUNITY SUPPORTS; AND

WHEREAS, THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ALSO ADMINISTERS
THE OMNIBUS BUDGET RECONCILIATION ACT WAIVER, KNOWN AS THE OBRA
WAIVER, WHICH SUPPORTS ADULTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES,
AND COMMUNITY HEALTHCHOICES, WHICH SUPPORTS OLDER ADULTS AND
ADULTS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES; AND

WHEREAS, THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES ALSO ADMINISTERS
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1 THE INFANTS, TODDLERS AND FAMILIES WAIVER, WHICH SUPPORTS
2 INFANTS AND TODDLERS FROM BIRTH TO THREE YEARS OF AGE WHO ARE
3 EXPERIENCING CERTAIN DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS, NEED EARLY
4 INTERVENTION AND MEET AN INTERMEDIATE CARE FACILITY LEVEL OF
5 CARE; AND
6 WHEREAS, IN 2024, 8,488 PARTICIPANTS WHO WERE 18 TO 64 YEARS
7 OF AGE AND ENROLLED IN THE COMMUNITY LIVING WAIVER, THE
8 CONSOLIDATED WAIVER, THE PERSON/FAMILY-DIRECTED SUPPORT WAIVER
9 AND THE ADULT AUTISM WAIVER WERE EMPLOYED IN COMPETITIVE
10 INTEGRATED SETTINGS EARNING AT LEAST MINIMUM WAGE, COMPARED TO
11 1,028 SIMILARLY AGED INDIVIDUALS ENROLLED IN COMMUNITY
12 HEALTHCHOICES WHO WERE EMPLOYED IN COMPETITIVE INTEGRATED
13 EMPLOYMENT; AND
14 WHEREAS, HCBS WAIVERS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN EMPOWERING
15 INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES TO MAINTAIN INDEPENDENCE AND
16 ENGAGE MEANINGFULLY IN THEIR COMMUNITIES; THEREFORE BE IT
17 RESOLVED, THAT THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DIRECT THE JOINT
18 STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION TO CONDUCT A STUDY AND ISSUE A
19 REPORT ON HOME AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES PROVIDED TO
20 INDIVIDUALS WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES, INTELLECTUAL
21 DISABILITIES, AUTISM AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES WITH A
22 FOCUS ON STREAMLINING THE APPLICATION PROCESS AND IMPROVING
23 SERVICE DELIVERY; AND BE IT FURTHER
24 RESOLVED, THAT, IN CONDUCTING THE STUDY, THE JOINT STATE
25 GOVERNMENT COMMISSION MAY CONSULT WITH ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE
26 EXPERTISE IN HCBS WAIVERS FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH PHYSICAL
27 DISABILITIES, INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES, AUTISM AND OTHER
28 DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES; AND BE IT FURTHER
29 RESOLVED, THAT, IN CONDUCTING THE STUDY, THE JOINT STATE

30 GOVERNMENT COMMISSION CONSULT WITH ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:
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(1) THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, INCLUDING COUNTY
ASSISTANCE OFFICES.

(2) PROVIDERS OF HCBS SERVICES, INCLUDING COMMUNITY
PROVIDERS OF LONG-TERM CARE SERVICES AND REHABILITATION
SERVICES.

(3) ADVOCACY GROUPS IN THIS COMMONWEALTH THAT SERVE THE
AFFECTED POPULATION.

(4) THE STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL.

(5) ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE HOMEMAKER AND CHORE
SERVICES.

(6) ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE PERSONAL ASSISTANCE
SERVICES.

(7) SERVICE COORDINATORS.

(8) SUPPORTS BROKERS.

(9) INDIVIDUALS ENROLLED IN HCBS WAIVERS.

(10) THE EMPLOYMENT FIRST OVERSIGHT COMMISSION.

(11) ANY OTHER REPRESENTATIVES THAT THE JOINT STATE
GOVERNMENT COMMISSION DEEMS APPROPRIATE;

AND BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED, THAT THE STUDY, BY PROGRAM AREA AND BY EACH HCBS
WAIVER, INCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) AN ANALYSIS OF DELAYS AND DIFFERENCES IN THE
APPLICATION PROCESS AND THE PROVISION OF SERVICES.

(2) A COMPARISON OF ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE,
ELIGIBILITY AND SERVICES OFFERED.

(3) AN EVALUATION AND COMPARISON OF WAGES, PAYMENT AND
BENEFIT STRUCTURE FOR DIRECT CARE STAFF, INCLUDING ALL OF THE
FOLLOWING:

(I) FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO DIFFERENCES BETWEEN

PROGRAMS.
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(IT) THE NEEDS OF THE POPULATIONS SERVED.

(ITTI) FREQUENCY OF RATE REVIEWS AND WAGE
ADJUSTMENTS.

(IV) UTILIZATION OF SHIFT WORKERS.

(V) ANY OTHER FACTOR THAT THE JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT

COMMISSION DEEMS NECESSARY.

(4) AN IDENTIFICATION OF BARRIERS TO AND DIFFERENCES IN
ACCESSING SERVICE COORDINATORS, SUPPORTS BROKERS, SUPPORTS
COORDINATORS, HOMEMAKER AND CHORE SERVICES AND PERSONAL
ASSISTANCE SERVICES.

(5) AN ASSESSMENT AND COMPARISON OF ADMINISTRATIVE
BURDENS FACED BY SERVICE COORDINATORS AND SUPPORTS
COORDINATORS IN HELPING INDIVIDUALS ACCESS SERVICES.

(6) AN EVALUATION OF THE AVAILABILITY OF HOUSING
TRANSITION AND TENANCY SUSTAINING SERVICES, COMMUNITY
INCLUSION, PARTICIPATION AND COMPANION SERVICES, DAILY LIVING
SUPPORTS, DAY AND RESIDENTIAL HABILITATION AND HOME
ADAPTATIONS.

(7) AN EXAMINATION OF CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO ANY
DISPARITY IN COMPETITIVE INTEGRATED EMPLOYMENT OF
INDIVIDUALS.

(8) AN EVALUATION AND COMPARISON OF WAYS IN WHICH OTHER
STATES HAVE DEFINED "DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES," INCLUDING
USE OF THE FEDERAL DEFINITION, AND HOW THOSE DEFINITIONS HAVE
IMPACTED THE DELIVERY OF SERVICES.

(9) A REVIEW OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF HCBS WAIVERS,
WAIVER SERVICES AND SERVICE QUALITY, INCLUDING THROUGH
FEEDBACK FROM WAIVER PARTICIPANTS AND THEIR GUARDIANS AND
PARENTS.

(10) RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE ACCESS AND UNIFORM
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1 AVATLABILITY;

2 AND BE IT FURTHER

3 RESOLVED, THAT THE JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION SUBMIT A
4 REPORT OF ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MAJORITY

5 LEADER AND THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

6 AND THE CHAIRPERSON AND MINORITY CHAIRPERSON OF THE HUMAN

7 SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NO LATER THAN

8 24 MONTHS AFTER THE ADOPTION OF THIS RESOLUTION.
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